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10 TIPS ON HELPING WITH HOMEWORK





One hour a night, under a parent’s watchful eye, as homework time.


	Parent can be doing parent  ‘homework’ chores like bill paying or reading, etc.—available for 	questions and assist when asked.  Pre-schoolers also do ‘their homework’, too.  Maybe a good book 	is read to them, quiet artwork, or such.





Try as best as possible for it to be the same hour every night-or the same alternative hour if it must be a	different time to accomodate a conflicting schedule.





No TV, no computer other than directly supervised research for homework, no iPods, headsets, etc.  Any music must be soft, without words and in the background.  No telephones.  No “fun” activities until the hour is up.  








Everyone participates in homework time—if no homework, this is a good time to work on a longer term project or review in a course one is less than stellar in.





Bring any homework completed in school home for the parent to initial.  This puts a stop to the refrain, “I did it in school” to get out of homework each night.  If it has been ‘left’ at school, then that is unfortunate but it will make it easier for your child, since he or she already knows the work, when they redo it tonight during homework hour.





All homework is either in its folder in the bookbag, in front of the child being worked on, or on the teachers desk.  This immediately stops the ‘lost’ homework and is a nice add-on to the requirement to redo it if ‘forgotten’.





Plan before it happens and announce them to the child what the consequences will be if homework assignments aren’t written down or the homework isn’t brought home.  





Try to make the consequences as closely tied to the homework as possible—i.e. read the next chapter if you know that last week they read the earlier chapter...or, “Well, since you forgot to write what the teacher assigned out of the chapter, I guess you’ll just have to do the whole chapter tonight to be prepared for whatever part of it that was assigned.”  Too bad that will interfere with your favorite TV program tonight.  Do all your other homework during homework hour then you can study the whole chapter and show me that you know the information when you have completed it.  If you have time for phone, internet, or TV after you know the whole chapter, you can then enjoy them-but not until you can tell me the whole chapter.


	Or, “You forgot your book so you can’t do the homework?—Well, let’s go on the computer and find an      	assignment just like what you were studying. I’m sorry that all the stuff we are studying off the internet 	doesn’t look just like what you were studying in class and it still won’t help your grade that you didn’t 	get your homework in, but you will still know the information. 





	Or YOU call the other child who may know the assignment-not your child-so that you do not 	accidentally allow socialization in the name of getting the assignment.





The parent is the verifier, not the slave driver.  Do not hover and assist.  The child is to come to you to ask for help & only help where it is requested.  Do not point out other mistakes unless it is glaringly obvious that the child does not realize what is wrong.  If you ‘help’ the child get perfect homework, you may accidentally be encouraging perfectionism over learning as well as possibly implying that the child is not capable of figuring things out.





When your child gives up & says he or she ‘can’t do it’, help him or her re-orient by remembering that he/she was able to do last week’s homework and this week’s builds on last week’s.  That means the work


	may be tough, but not impossible for him/her or he/she would not be in that class.  Then, rather than                                                                                                              leading the child through the homework, ask the child to find recent problems similar to what he/she is trying to solve now.  Then review how he/she solved them then encourage him/her to use the same or similar techniques to solve the new problem.





Try to make learning fun whenever possible.  Try to show where what the child is learning in the course is applicable today.  Reading-read road signs-play with words as  you drive along, count silly things, add, subtract, multiply, divide, etc. with math.  Show science at work.  Ask ‘dumb’ questions like, where did this gallon of gas I’m pumping come from?  How did it get there?  Or Who invented concrete?  How did they invent it?  What makes concrete hard when it’s dry but muddy when wet?  Why can’t we make it muddy again when it’s been dried?  Try you hand at other curiosities-especially when you hear the children starting to get restless in the back seat & you know you are soon abut to hear who is looking at whom.





(OKay, I cheated a little and made it 11 instead of ten.  You can help me make this grow by adding your tricks to my list as you find good ones.—If you want to contribute, call me at 622-9241 or leave me a note on your next visit.) 	


